
SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Northstowe and New Communities Portfolio Holder's Meeting held on 
Tuesday, 6 March 2012 at 2.00 p.m. 

 
Portfolio Holder: Tim Wotherspoon 
 
Councillors in attendance: 
Scrutiny and Overview Committee monitors: 
 

Alison Elcox 
 

Opposition spokesmen: 
 

Trisha Bear and Tumi Hawkins 
 

Councillor Lynda Harford was unable to attend the meeting as an Opposition spokesman. 
 
Also in attendance:   
 
Officers: 
John Garnham Principal Accountant (General Fund and Projects) 
Jane Green Head of New Communities 
Keith Miles Planning Policy Manager 
Jo Mills Corporate Manager, Planning and New 

Communities 
Ian Senior Democratic Services Officer 
 
42. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
  
43. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
 The Northstowe and New Communities Portfolio Holder signed, as a correct record, the 

minutes of the meeting held on 25 January 2012. 
  
44. UTTLESFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL CONSULTATION - ROLE OF SETTLEMENTS AND 

SITE ALLOCATIONS DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENT 
 
 The Northstowe and New Communities Portfolio Holder considered a report seeking 

South Cambridgeshire District Council’s response to public consultation being undertaken 
by Uttlesford District Council on its Role of Settlements and Site Allocations Development 
Plan Document (DPD).  The consultation formally closed on Monday 5 March 2012 but 
Uttlesford District Council had agreed that an officer response by that date could be 
updated as necessary following the Portfolio Holder meeting on 6 March. 
 
The Planning Policy Manager highlighted paragraph 11 of the report, which listed a 
number of issues raised during consultation on Hanley Grange.  These issues were seen 
as being relevant to Uttesford District Council’s proposal for a new town to the north east 
of Great Chesterford.   The Planning Policy Manager also referred to paragraph 13 
relating to Gypsy and Traveller policy. 
 
Those present discussed the consultation paper in general, focussing on the following: 
 
• The impact on the commercial viability of  local South Cambridgeshire villages, 

particularly Sawston, given the likely extent of a new town centre nearby 
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• Road traffic and capacity 
• Water supply and pollution concerns 
• Implications for the rail network 
• The need to identify Gypsy and Traveller pitches in the Uttlesford district in an 

effort to reduce the pressure in South Cambridgeshire  
 
The Northstowe and New Communities Portfolio Holder agreed the response to contained 
in the report from the Corporate Manager (Planning and New Communities) summarised 
as being to 
 

1. object to a new settlement north east of Great Chesterford, because 
it would 
 

(a) cut across and undermine the clear development 
strategy for the Cambridge Sub Region at a critical 
point in its implementation, particularly for 
Northstowe 
 

(b) be inconsistent with the key findings of the studies 
and independent examinations that underpin the 
development strategy  

 
(c) be in a very poor strategic location for a sustainable 

development of this nature.  The site has key 
weaknesses with no credible public transport link 
with Cambridge ort with other settlements in the M11 
corridor 

 
(d) have little or no previously developed land present 

within the site and would involved the loss of high-
grade agricultural land 

 
(e) not be well located in terms of maximising walking 

and cycling opportunities 
 

(f) be susceptible to the production of high ‘off site’ 
carbon emissions from car borne commuters using 
the M11 to travel south towards Stansted and 
London or using local roads north to Cambridge 

 
(g) have a significant adverse impact on local landscape 

character and on views from the countryside beyond 
the site in an area of particularly valued landscape 

 
(h) have an adverse landscape impact and would be 

clearly visible in much valued and much enjoyed 
views from the Cambridge Green Belt – particularly 
from Magog Down 
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(i) be likely to have a significant impact on the historic 
environment including sites and monuments 
protected under the present designation legislation 

 
(j) possibly generate objections from the Imperial War 

Museum at Duxford, which has previously raised 
strong concerns about the negative impacts of a new 
settlement in this area upon its standing as a centre 
of historic aviation. 

 
In addition, the Northstowe and New Communities Portfolio Holder 
added the following four objections: 
  

(k) A new town at Gt Chesterford of 6,430 dwellings 
(approximately 15,000 people) would be twice the 
size of nearby Sawston which is currently the largest 
and best served village in South Cambridgeshire.  A 
town centre of the size necessary for a town of 
15,000 people would be likely to undermine the retail 
facilities in Sawston village centre, making the village 
less sustainable for its existing residents. 
 

(l) Local roads are unlikely to be able to accommodate 
traffic from a new town at Great Chesterford.  Access 
to the M11 for northbound traffic is via junction 10 at 
Duxford.  There is already congestion at the 
A1301/A505 junction at peak times.  Traffic 
continuing on the A1301 to Cambridge would 
exacerbate congestion through Stapleford, Great 
Shelford and Trumpington.  The A1307 Cambridge-
Haverhill road is also congested. 

 
(m) The site lies on a major chalk aquifer supplying 

drinking water to Cambridge and the surrounding 
area.  Development would be likely to interfere with 
the flow of water into the aquifer and increase the 
risk of pollution both of which will add the to already 
significant water stress in the Cambridge area. 

 
(n) Rail access to Cambridge via Chesterton Station is 

unlikely to be capable of being improved with 
significant investment to increase capacity between 
Shelford junction and Cambridge station. 

 
2. encourage Uttlesford District Council to set a target for Gypsy and 

Traveller sites that fully meets their identified needs over the plan 
period and to allocate appropriate sites to meet that need and to 
consider potential to make provision above their identified needs as 
part of a redistribution of the high level of need identified in South 
Cambridgeshire. 
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45. SERVICE IMPROVEMENTS & FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE 2011/12: 3RD QUARTER 
 
 The Northstowe and New Communities Portfolio Holder received and noted a report 

summarising  the progress made by the New Communities and Planning Policy teams for 
the third quarter (October - December 2011), and comparing the actual and committed 
revenue and capital expenditure for the Northstowe and New Communities Portfolio with 
the working budget for 2011-12.  
 
It was noted that, in paragraph 43 of the report from the Corporate Manager (Planning and 
New Communities), the figure, mentioned twice, of £8,665 should have been £3,455. 
 
Paragraph 28 was clarified by reference to Appendix B (Box 7).  Village College Heads 
had indicated that they did not wish to progress a wider framework agreement for the time 
being, but would want to renew the Service Level Agreement for Arts Development 
Managers.  

  
46. LEARNING FROM CUSTOMER FEEDBACK (CELEBRATING SUCCESS AND 

SHARING BEST PRACTICE) 
 
 The Corporate Manager (Planning and New Communities) said that future Service 

Improvement updates would be redesigned so as to include relevant customer feedback 
relating to the Northstowe and New Communities Portfolio. 

  
47. FORWARD PLAN 
 
 The Northstowe and New Communities Portfolio Holder noted the Portfolio Forward Plan 

attached to the agenda. 
 
Reports on the following topics would be presented to the meeting on 17 April 2012 in 
addition to those listed: 
• Customer Feedback (as part of Service Improvements) 
• Sport and the Olympics 

 
Local Plan Decision Making would be reported to the meeting in June. 

  
48. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
 The next Northstowe and New Communities Portfolio Holder meeting was scheduled for 

Tuesday 17 April 2012, starting at 2.00pm.  
  
  

The Meeting ended at 2.40 p.m. 
 

 


